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Infrastructure development for promoting
ecotourism

Local people have delineated roadside fringes in
consultation with BCN to provide Space and adequate
facilities for picnickers wisiting the area. This area is already
cleared of marginal undergrowth, garbage and litters.
Now the picnic spot is ready 10 use. Picnic spat provides
direct economic benefit to local users that would be
utilised to support conservation activities in the area, A
shed is constructed along the main entrance of Phulchoki
forest made up of locally available ecofriendly natural
products. It marks the entrance of Phulchoki Forest and
provides visitors with information on its biodiversity. It
containg adequate information on oNGoing consenvation
efforts to all visitors and also provides direct economic
InCcome to local users,

Vulture Conservation

Programme

505 - Save Our Soarers: The Asia Vulture
Crisis Nepal Paragliding Championships 19-
22 January 2006
This season's paragliding competition was held in Pokhara,
the home of paragliding in Nepal in aid of Vulure Rescue,
4 programme dedicated [0 saving two vulture species
in the brink of extinction in Nepal, White-rumped Gyps
bengaiensis and Slender billed Vulture Gyps terwirostrs.
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Trekking Agents Association of NepalPokhara Chapter,
Sunrise Paragliding, Himalayan Frontiers, Rowal Society
for the Protection of Birds |UK) and Bird Conservation
Nepal were involved to highlight this extremely worthwhile
cause with the aim of providing a healthy and fun sports,

The event was instrumental in dissemninating the message
on vulture crisis 10 the general public. The event and the
theme were widely covered by the media. A poster on
vulture conservation message was also exhibited, BCN
had placed a stall during the event with the help of
volunteers from BCN Pokhara branch. BCN also raised

some money by selling its publications and other
merchandise,

On this occasion, RSPB donated an amaunt in MNepali
rupees equivalent of USS 3040.00 for vulture conservation
in MNepal. This sum was later to be the part of the overall
RSPB support to BON on vulture conservation

Marking this event, Busy Bee Restaurant at Pokhara,
launched special programme (o raise maney by donating
certain percentage of the food and beverage cost to
BCN's wulture conservation programme,

We would like to thank Dr Richard Cuthbert, Adam Hill
and Scott Mason for conceiving the idea of paragliding
for the aid of vulture rescue programme in Nepal, We
wiould also like 1o thank the organisers, sponsors, BCN
Pokhara branch for their support.
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Awareness poster

Atotal of 2250 poster on vulture decline awareness
poster were published by BCN with support from the
RSPB and Z5L under the Darwin Initiative Programme,
The posters are now widely circulated to different areas
Sp(_‘(!ﬁ(aﬂy La[gl:;‘llr'bg remaining vulture nest CDIDHy Poster
distribution has been done with massive education and
interaction programme with local cormmunity
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Research

BCN has completed surveying important vulture nesting
colony along the east west highway as well as Rampur
Valley of Palpa, BCM has bought some land in Nawalparasi
to nurture old and sick cows that would have been
othenwise taken to India, These cows will be looked after
b our local staff in the village, Once they are naturally
dead, they will be given as food for threatened vultures.
Astalf is employed full time to look after these cows in
BCN's private land. Iswari Chaudhary has been employed
at Nawalparasi to monitor diclkofenac and meloxicam for
veterinary purpose in Nawalparasi, Chinwvan and
Rupandehi districts. During the next phase of the
programme BCN will be aiming to replace diclofenac
stock with meloxicam in key sites where wultures are
known to breed.

Media

In BCN's coordination, BCM along with the leading
organisations WAWF Nepal, IUCN Nepal, RSFB, Z5L and
veterinary institutions on the occasion of the World
Erwironment Day (5 June 2006) jointly published a full
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colour page of vulture conservation poster to give notice
to the general public on using meloxicam instead of
diclofenac in the Kantipur Daily. More than 25 articles
on vulture issues were published in reputed newspapers.

Melox Launch Programme

With BCM's untining efforts to save the critically threatened
species of vultures against the prevalence of killer drug
diclofenac, Medivet Pharmaceuticals Lab Private Limited
launched its product ‘Melox' on 28 July 2006 amidst a

grand event organized at Everest Hotel. Extensive safety
testing by scientists in the LIK, South Africa and India, has
shown that meloxicam is safe to vultures and other
scavenging birds. &

Medivet, Nepal's largest veterinary pharmaceutical
company has already stopped producing diclofenac and
has been working as fast as possible to manufacture and
introduce meloxicam. In Nepal meloxicam will be marketed
under the name “Melox™ and is available as an oral
capsule. Plans are underway to also manufacture an
injectable form. Departrment of Drug Administration
[DDA) has also given permission to other veterinary
Companies to IMmport melox injection.

It is not yet too Late for Mepal’s vultures. The prompt
removal of the veterinary use of diclofenac and the
introduction of meloxicam, along with local conservation
initiatives, can bring these essential birds back from the
brink of extinction. \We urge that other pharmaceutical
companies introduce and aggressively market meloxicam
in to Nepal.
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Appendix XXX"

Conserve Critically Endangered Vultures of Nepal

" JPG images of poster inserted, full version available with
hard copy of final report
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Appendix XXXI

Conserve Critically Endangered Vultures of Nepal

" See PDF image of the full page newspaper advert in
Nepal’s daily paper the Kantipur (circulation of 25,000)



Appendix XXXII

Protect Nepal’s vultures leaflets 1 and 2

" JPG images of leaflets inserted, full version available
with hard copy of final report
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Appendix XXXIII*

Vulture Conservation Breeding Centre leaflets, Pinjore
and Raja Bhat Khawa

" See attached three PDFs “Appendix XXXIl BNHS
breeding centre leaflet Haryana”, “Appendix XXXII BNHS
breeding centre leaflet West Bengal front” and “Appendix

XXXIlI BNHS breeding centre leaflet West Bengal back”



Appendix XXXIV

The Vanishing Vultures

A CD of the film will be attached to the final hard version
of the report



Appendix XXXV*

The Vanishing Vultures

" JPG image of the cover is inserted on next page, the full
version is available with the hard copy of the final report
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